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FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE.SENT YOU EOR YOUR INEORMATION, 
WAS CLEARED FOR USE AT DEPARTMENT NOON BRIEEING MAY 11, BUT 
NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED. PLEASE REFER ALL QUESTIONS ON 
SUBJECT TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

QUOTE Q. WHAT IS THE POSITION OF THE U.S. ON ISRAEL'S OIL 
EXPLORATIONS IN SINAI? 

A. INTERNATIONAL LAW PROHIBITS AN OCCUPYING POWER EROM 
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TORY OR FROM GRANTING CONCESSIONS FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Q. HAS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TOLD AMERICAN COMPANIES 
ABOUT THIS? 

A. WHENEVER AN AMERICAN COMPANY HAS CONSULTED US ON AN 
ARRANGEMENT WHICH WOULD INVOLVE THE COMPANY IN OIL 

EXPLORATIONS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, WE HAVE TOLD THE 
COMPANY ABOUT THESE PROVISIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
ALSO ABOUT THE U.S. VIEW THAT NO STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN 
IN ISRAEL'S OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WHICH COULD PREJUDICE 
THE OUTCOME OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
THAT THE U.S. IS STRIVING TO PROMOTE, POINTING OUT OUR 
CONCERN THAT EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES BY THE OCCUPYING POWER WILL MAKE IT MORE 
DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE THE PEACE WHICH THE PEOPLE OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST DESIRE. END QUOTE 
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